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Suddenly I was free, Michele had attacked my tormentor. In a
furious voice she shouted:

"Leave my brother alone!"

"All right, all right, I wasn't going to hurt him!"

They glared at one another. I was conscious of a sudden sense of
calm. They were quarrelling, they were going to be enemies.
Michele liked me better than him, and he wasn't in love with her
after all. It was because of me that they were fighting. It was lovely
to feel the tightness in my chest loosen. As always happens with me,
as soon as the trouble grew remote, I thought that it had vanished
for good. I no longer hated them. My old affection for them both
returned. OfcourseMich&eandl would go back on my bike. But
I wasn't going to give in at once, wasn't going to deprive myself of
the pleasure of seeing them walk with a space of enmity between
them. Now it was Mirbel's turn to go ahead, chewing his piece of
grass, while I followed some distance behind, holding my sister by
the hand. So on we went, I clutching Michele's hand and looking
at Jean as he marched ahead. It was pure happiness. The grass was
wet. A great storm-cloud darkened the sky above the trees, but
there was no thunder. Several men and women were busy round a
waggon half piled with hay.

"Really, you know, Mirbel is just a great brute," I said.

"Still, he's rather nice____"

"Doesn't alter the fact that he's a brute-----"

"But we'll fix it up, won't we, so's he can come over to lunch
to-morrow?"

Again I felt that tightness in my throat I asked Michele whether
she was terribly keen that he should come.

"Larjuzon's a bit queer these hols., don't you think, with that
Puybaraud of yours looking like a great white worm, and Brigitte
always fussing round him?"

"Oh, Michfele!"

"If she's not careful, she will make life at Larjuzon impossible,
even for papa. Of course I'm going to lend my bicycle to Mirbel."

"Then you'll jolly well walk back!" I said with a flare of temper.

Jean had turned. This sudden storm of words between Michele